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Introduction 
 
 
Godfrey Blackburne was only twenty-three years of age when, in 1934, he established an 
architectural partnership with Vitaly Gzell, who was two years his senior. With Australia 
only just emerging from the worst phase of the Great Depression, it was not an auspicious 
time to set up a new business, but the combined energies and talents of these two young men 
soon created a flourishing practice, which lasted (although interrupted by the Second World 
War) for almost twenty years. 
 
The above facts alone make it clear that these were architects of unusual ability. The practice 
concentrated on residential work (houses and flats) and operated mainly in the Brisbane area. 
With this comparatively narrow focus, they were able to make a considerable impact on the 
architectural scene in Brisbane during the years immediately before and after the war. For 
those interested in the history of domestic architecture in Brisbane during this period, a study 
of the work of Blackburne and Gzell is indispensable. 
 
The present catalogue aims to list all the significant works of the practice for which some 
form of pictorial evidence could be located. As the pre-war Brisbane building records are 
considerably more informative than the post-war records, the firm's pre-war work is much 
more thoroughly represented here than the post-war work. This is not as problematic as it 
might seem, because the strict government building restrictions which were in place between 
1945 and 1952, coupled with chronic shortages of materials and labour, imposed severe 
limitations on architects working during that period. As a result, there is little doubt that the 
firm's pre-war work is generally of more interest. Nonetheless, the post-war work is also 
important, as it shows the architects transitioning to the type of house design for which Gzell, 
in particular, would later be much admired. 
 
The catalogue adopts a straightforward chronological approach. It is clearly divided into two 
sections: pre-war and post-war. The compiler is very grateful to the many photographers, 
living and dead, whose work has been reproduced here. 
 
The Work of the Practice: Pre-War 
 
Blackburne and Gzell formed their partnership at a time when revivalist styles were much in 
vogue in Australian domestic architecture. They successfully embraced this trend, and for 
their larger houses (usually of masonry construction) they developed a particular speciality in 
the Old English (or Tudor Revival) style. They also employed the Spanish Mission style, 
which was so extensively used (and abused) by Australian architects of the 1930s, although 
they seemed to prefer a more restrained "Mediterranean" version of it. They even dabbled in 
the Georgian Revival.  
 
However in the 1930s Brisbane's domestic architecture was still predominantly timber-based. 
For their more ambitious timber buildings Blackburne and Gzell favoured a picturesque 
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"cottage style," preferably with a tile roof, and making use of a variety of decorative motifs, 
such as Kentish gables (usually with mock half-timbering), bay windows, wrought-iron 
railings, leadlights, shutters, flower boxes, face-brick plinths and stairs, and colonnaded 
porches or verandas. Some of these designs clearly owe something to the California 
Bungalow style of the 1920s, especially in the use of roughcast piers to support the veranda 
or to flank the doorway. At the most basic level, Blackburn and Gzell also designed quite 
modest timber houses, which were competent examples of the prevailing Brisbane vernacular 
styles of the time. 
 
There was nothing particularly innovative in the internal layout of these houses, but they 
followed a number of principles to which all good Brisbane architects of the 1930s adhered. 
The first of these principles was the clear separation of the "public" area of the house (lounge, 
dining room, veranda) from the "private" area (kitchen, bedrooms, sleepout). The second 
principle was the provision of as much fresh air as possible, by means of verandas and 
sleepouts, and by orienting the house to catch prevailing breezes; all of these measures were 
essential in an era when mechanical ventilation of houses was still unknown. The final 
principle was to simplify the running of these houses, many of which were designed to be 
serviced by a full-time housewife-mother, with little or no paid help. This demanded surfaces 
which were easily cleaned (tile, terrazzo, enamel paintwork), the maximum use of electricity 
and gas to power labour-saving devices, well-planned kitchens (often with a convenient 
eating alcove or "breakfast nook"), and the provision of generous built-in cupboard space. 
 
As the 1930s progressed, the influence of the modern Functionalist style was starting to make 
itself felt, even in Brisbane. Blackburne and Gzell experimented with this trend too, 
beginning with the 1936 Schureck house at Hamilton, which was one of the first examples of 
the use of this style in Brisbane domestic architecture. Not surprisingly, they made most use 
of the new style in their designs for flats. Flats were a "modern," simplified form of living, 
and the streamlined, horizontal lines of the Functionalist style were easily adapted to this type 
of dwelling. In February 1937 Blackburne used a newspaper article to counter the widespread 
Brisbane prejudice against flat-dwelling.1 
 
In addition to residential work, the firm also designed some commercial and industrial 
projects. These were mostly fairly small buildings, and few of them are still standing. The 
1939 Read Press building in Fortitude Valley, in a Functionalist style, is a good surviving 
example. 
 
As with any architectural partnership, there is the challenge of discerning the different ideas 
and approaches of the individual partners, and of identifying the buildings which reveal the 
influence of a particular architect. Unfortunately little surviving documentary evidence has 
been located which would help us in doing so.  
 
                                                 
1 Courier-Mail, 9 February 1937, p.12. 
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We can point to two pre-war buildings which were definitely designed by Blackburne. These 
are his own 1936 house at Austral Street, Toowong, in an Old English style, and the 1940-41 
clubhouse for the Keperra Country Golf Club (of which he was a member), in a style which is 
perhaps best described as American Colonial. This evidence would suggest that Blackburne 
was a particular advocate of the revivalist styles which dominate the firm's pre-war work. 
 
As to Gzell, we know that the 1937-38 art-deco remodelling of Christie's Café in Queen 
Street was built to his design (he obligingly signed it with an unusual "gazelle" motif on the 
façade). Taken in conjunction with what we know of his later work, we can assume that Gzell 
was a modernising influence in the practice. That the modern trend is not more obvious in the 
firm's pre-war work does not necessarily mean that Blackburne was the dominant influence in 
the partnership; it probably just reflects the inherently conservative artistic and intellectual 
environment in Brisbane in the 1930s. 
 
The Work of the Practice: Post-War 
 
In the immediate post-war years there was a desperate shortage of housing in Australia. To 
make the most of the limited resources available, the government imposed severe restrictions 
on the floor area of new houses (and verandas and decks were considered to form part of the 
floor area). Building materials (especially bricks and window-glass) were hard to obtain, and 
there were often long delays between the design of a house and its construction. These were 
the years of the "Post-War Austerity" house: large estates of cramped, box-like homes, with 
small windows, little adornment, and few of the open-air living spaces which had hitherto 
been so much a feature of Brisbane's architectural tradition. A few of the fibro houses which 
Godfrey Blackburne designed in 1945 are still standing, to remind us what an uninspiring 
time this was for architects. His partner returned to the practice later that year to share the 
burden.  
 
The 1946-47 house at Toowong (now demolished), which Gzell designed for himself and his 
family, demonstrates that it was still possible to erect interesting houses even under post-war 
conditions, although Gzell probably had to make good use of his contacts to obtain the 
permits and materials for such a comparatively ambitious structure. As restrictions on floor-
area made it impossible to incorporate the traditional open-air living spaces, Gzell's solution 
was to make the whole house an open-air space. Observers marvelled to see complete walls 
consisting only of glass doors and windows, and a large, open living room stretching 
uninterrupted from a front terrace to a rear terrace. This house seems to have been the model 
for many of the more expensive houses designed by the practice after the war. 
 
Blackburne and Gzell became involved in the design of a number of large housing estates, 
both in Brisbane and in smaller centres. Here the principle was to take a basic, inexpensive 
plan for a timber house, and create numerous minor variations upon it, so that all home-
owners could feel that their house was unique. When the budget stretched to brick bases and 
terracotta tile roofs, the results were not unpleasing, as can be seen in some of the houses 
designed for the Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society estate at Virginia (1948-50). It is 
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noticeable that some of the Virginia houses have taller casement windows in the front 
elevation, as a transitional step towards a different style of house design which would emerge 
in the 1950s. 
 
Unfortunately the surviving records allow us to identify only a small fraction of the firm's 
post-war work, but a list of their open tenders from June 1950 gives a good idea of the extent 
and range of their work. It included a two-storey brick residence at Hamilton, a timber and 
brick residence for Hawken Drive, St Lucia, a brick residence for Butler Street, Clayfield, a 
brick shop at Toowong, a factory at West End, and three timber residences at St George as 
the first instalment of the Balonne Shire Council's building scheme. 
 
It is unlikely that much of the practice's industrial work from this period survives, but 
photographs of the 1948-49 Portrate's Building at South Brisbane (demolished) give us a 
good idea of what they were capable of in this sphere. The unrealised plan for the new 
Tytherleigh store at Caloundra (designed about 1950) was probably more ambitious than 
most of their commercial work at this time, but it was a foretaste of things to come. 
 
It was not until August 1952, shortly before the dissolution of the partnership, that all 
government building controls were finally removed. It can thus be said that virtually all the 
firm's post-war work was designed in an environment of restrictions and shortages, and this 
must be kept in mind when evaluating that work. 
 
 
Biographical Notes 
 
Godfrey Aveling Blackburne, 1911-1989 
 
Godfrey Blackburne was born in Melbourne on 9 February 1911. His father worked in the 
leather industry, and by 1913 the family had relocated to Brisbane. Godfrey Blackburne 
attended Toowong State School, and his first recorded architectural triumph came at the age 
of thirteen, when he won first prize in a holiday competition to design sand gardens on the 
beach at Burleigh Heads. For his secondary schooling, Blackburne attended Brisbane 
Grammar School, where he successfully completed the Junior public examination in 1927, 
with an A-grade pass in Geometrical Drawing and Perspective. 
 
For his architectural training, he followed the normal practice of becoming an articled pupil 
of a practising architect and studying part-time. He worked from 1928 to 1932 under Eric 
Ford, the Brisbane arm of the successful Chambers and Ford partnership. At the same time he 
took evening classes at the Brisbane Central Technical College to complete the Diploma in 
Architecture. In 1931, his final year of study, he won the student gold medal awarded by the 
Queensland Institute of Architects. In March 1932 Blackburne was able to register as an 
architect, and he set himself up in private practice. 
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In 1932 the global economic depression which had followed the Wall Street stock market 
crash of 1929 was still seriously restricting building activity in Australia, and initially 
Blackburne seems to have found few commissions. These were mostly small jobs for local 
people whom he knew in the Toowong area, or for his father's business contacts in the 
tanning industry. However by 1934 the economic situation was beginning to improve. In 
1933 Blackburne had employed Vitaly Gzell, a classmate from the Technical College, as a 
draughtsman, and during 1934 the two formed a partnership. By the end of 1935 the firm was 
thriving, mostly on the basis of residential projects (houses and flats). 
 
In August 1936 Godfrey Blackburne married Marjory Jean Thomson. The practice went from 
strength to strength, and in August 1938 a local newspaper referred to Blackburne and Gzell 
as "two of our younger architects, who have contributed largely to the improvement of 
domestic planning in the city."2 With offices in the prestigious Colonial Mutual Building in 
Queen Street (beside the General Post Office), the firm was now a well-established part of the 
Brisbane architectural profession.  
 
This successful career was interrupted by the Second World War. Blackburne was called up 
for military service late in 1940, and he served overseas with the Australian forces, rising to 
the rank of major. By the end of 1944 the worst of the conflict in the Pacific was over, and 
the Australian government was beginning to focus on post-war reconstruction, for which 
architects would be badly needed. Blackburne was discharged from the military at the end of 
1944, and he immediately resumed his architectural practice at the beginning of 1945. Vitaly 
Gzell was discharged from the army late that year. 
 
In the immediate post-war years the firm was kept busy, designing mainly houses and 
industrial premises, which were the main priorities of the post-war reconstruction effort. 
Early in 1953 the partnership of Blackburne and Gzell was dissolved. 
 
Perhaps Blackburne's largest project in his early years as a solo practitioner was the eight-
storey Manchester Unity building (1956), which still stands at 231 George Street, on the 
corner of Burnett Lane, and he moved his office to the seventh floor of this building. In about 
1961 he employed Ian James Jackson, who would later rise to become a director of the firm. 
In about 1966 Blackburne's elder son, Geoffrey Raymond, joined the firm, and a couple of 
years later he was sent to open a branch office of G.A. Blackburne and Associates in 
Caloundra. In about 1970 a younger son, James Campbell Blackburne, also joined the firm. 
 
In about 1980 the firm moved its headquarters to the Civic Centre in Maroochydore, and 
became a leading architectural practice on the Sunshine Coast. Godfrey Blackburne died on 
19 September 1989, but the firm which he founded continues to flourish under the name 
Blackburne Jackson.3 
 
                                                 
2 Telegraph (Brisbane), 15 August 1938, second edition, p.20. 
3 Sunshine Coast Daily, 19 May 2009, p.21. 
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Vitaly (Vic) Gzell, 1908-1977 
 
Vitaly Gzell was born on 21 December 1908 at Harbin, in the northern Chinese province of 
Manchuria. Harbin was then a new city, having been established by Russian engineers only 
ten years previously, to service the construction of the Chinese Eastern Railway. Vitaly 
Gzell's father, Alexander Gzell, was employed in a managerial role by the railway.  
 
During the First World War, the family returned to Russia and settled in Vladivostok, where 
Alexander Gzell continued to work for the railways, while developing interests in the 
newspaper industry. After the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, the far east of Russia remained 
a haven for those opposed to the new regime, but all of this changed when the Red Army 
gained control of Vladivostok in November 1922. The Gzell family were among the many 
refugees who then fled into neighbouring Manchuria, where they settled again in Harbin. 
Alexander Gzell found work there as a journalist, but life for the Russian refugees in China 
was precarious, and the family were fortunate in being able to emigrate to Australia. They 
arrived in Brisbane in April 1925, when Vitaly Gzell (the only child in the family) was aged 
sixteen. 
 
Alexander Gzell found work in a variety of trades, as house-painter or carpenter, and his son 
apparently assisted him. Vitaly Gzell undertook evening studies in architecture at the Central 
Technical College from 1928 to 1932, where he was a classmate of Godfrey Blackburne. As 
a recently arrived migrant of non-British origin, he probably found it impossible to obtain a 
post as an articled pupil in any of the architectural offices in Brisbane, and although he 
successfully completed his Diploma in Architecture in 1933, he was unable to register as an 
architect without practical experience. It was therefore fortunate that Blackburne was able to 
offer him a post as a draughtsman in 1933, and this became a partnership the following year. 
It was not until April 1935 that Gzell was finally able to register as an architect. He became a 
naturalised British citizen later that year. 
 
Gzell's earliest identified project was a block of flats in brick (now demolished) off Vulture 
Street, on the Gibraltar Estate, which he designed while still a student in 1932. The client was 
George Eaton, a teacher at the Central Technical College. An advertisement for one of these 
flats mentions its "modernistic furnishings,"4 so it is clear that Gzell was interested in 
furniture design from the very beginning of his career. One of the early projects of 
Blackburne and Gzell was an unidentified block of flats at South Brisbane, and a poor photo 
in the Courier-Mail newspaper illustrates some of the furniture which was specially designed 
for this building.5 
 
In October 1938 Vitaly Gzell married Lorna Margaret Martin. Their first child, Ian Vitaly, 
was born in May 1941; he would later become a judge of the Supreme Court of New South 
Wales. 
                                                 
4 Telegraph (Brisbane), 20 March 1933, late city edition, p.14. 
5 Courier-Mail, 8 October 1935, p.6. 
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The Second World War caused a hiatus in the work of Blackburne and Gzell. In late 1940 
Vitaly Gzell enlisted in the army, and he rose to the rank of major in the 55th Field Park 
Company of the Royal Australian Engineers, and served in New Guinea. His partner was 
demobilised at the end of 1944 and reopened the firm's office at the beginning of 1945, but it 
was not until October 1945 that Vitaly Gzell was discharged and able to resume his 
professional career. 
 
The Blackburne and Gzell partnership was dissolved early in 1953. Gzell thereafter practised 
on his own, remaining in the Colonial Mutual Building at 289 Queen Street. He embraced the 
new trends in domestic architecture and became one of the most innovative house designers 
working in Brisbane during the 1950s and 1960s. He was made a fellow of the Royal 
Australian Institute of Architects in 1961 and continued to practice as an architect until 
shortly before his death, which occurred on 17 April 1977.6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
6 Major sources for the biography of Vitaly Gzell include the naturalisation papers of his father in the National 
Archives, Canberra (NAA A1, 1930/6864, freely available online), an interview with his father in Telegraph 
(Brisbane), 29 July 1929, five o'clock edition, p.9, and the obituary in Courier-Mail, 19 April 1977, p.20. Vitaly 
Gzell's naturalisation papers and military record are held in the National Archives, Canberra, but have not yet 
been digitised. See also the short article by Alice Hampson in Philip Goad and Julie Willis (eds), The 
Encyclopedia of Australian Architecture (Port Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 2012), p.305. 
8 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CATALOGUE 
 
 PART 1:  PRE-WAR 
 
Arranged chronologically 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1934-35 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Henry W. Duncan 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
45 Newman Avenue, Camp Hill, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Baxter & Hargreaves 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 October 1934, p.21 [result of tender]. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 27 October 1935, p.11. 
Plans in Conrad & Gargett Collection, University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL228, job no.68. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935 
Name of Building 
 
Dunk Island Tourist Resort 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Dunk Island, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton), 12 August 1935, p.6. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 12 August 1935, city final edition, p.11. 
Daily Mercury (Mackay), 23 December 1935, p.12. 
This project was apparently designed by Vitaly Gzell. It included the refurbishment of E.J. Banfield's 
former home. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Frederick H. Ironside 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
7 Morgan Street, Ascot, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 4 July 1935, late city edition, p.13. 
Queenslander, 10 October 1935, p.19. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 29 March 1936, p.20. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935-36 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Cyril J. Sneesby 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
295 Waterworks Road (cnr Jubilee Terrace), Ashgrove, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
F. Westwood 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 October 1935, p.21 [result of tender]. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 13 September 1936, p.9. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935-36 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Frederick C. Catte 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
11 Leigh Street, Coorparoo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Leslie Brisbane De Grant 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, December 1935, p.21 [result of tender]. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 24 May 1936, p.11. 
Truth (Brisbane), 14 August 1938, p.47. 
  
14 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935-36 
Name of Building 
 
Kentucky, residence for Fitzroy Raglan Somerset 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
81 Anthony Street, Ascot, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Leslie Brisbane De Grant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 October 1935, p.21 [result of tender]. 
Courier-Mail, 15 October 1935, p.21. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935-36 
Name of Building 
 
España, residence for Frederick E. De Jongh 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
7 Towers Street, Ascot, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Carl Gustav Thiedeke 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, November 1935, p.21 [result of tender]. 
Courier-Mail, 26 November 1935, p.26. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 26 April 1936, p.20. 
Truth (Brisbane), 23 August 1936, p.33. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
designed 1936 
Name of Building 
 
Model plan for a 3-bedroom timber house 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 3 November 1936, second edition, p.16. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Mathias R.M. Beiers 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
98 Franklin Street, Annerley, Qld 
Builder 
 
Cecil Oram Ford 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, February 1936, p.21 [result of tender]. 
BCC building register no.31044, 8/2/1936. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Henry T. Chadwick 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
25 Newman Avenue, Camp Hill, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Ashlar Building & Construction Co. 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, March 1936, p.24 [result of tender]. 
BCC building register no.31243, 4/3/1936. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Hugh M. Thurlow 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
54 Highview Terrace, St Lucia, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Christian Henry Schubert 
 
 
   
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register, no.31589, 18/4/1936. 
Truth (Brisbane), 24 October 1937, p.39. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Leo G. Catt 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
20 Percival Terrace, Holland Park, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Alfred James Dredge 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register, no.31800, 18/5/1936. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 21 March 1937, p.32. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Rosile, residence for W. Steinberg 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
16 Sharp Street, Fairfield, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Thomas Charles Clarke 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.31691, 6/5/1936. 
 
  
22 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Unidentified timber house 
Status 
 
Location 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 14 July 1936, second edition, p.21. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Roy W. Beardmore 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
20 Victoria Street, Indooroopilly, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Byron Esmond Stolz 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
BCC building register no.32303, 14/7/1936. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 29 September 1936, city final edition, p.21. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 28 September 1940, second edition, p.17. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Flats for Gilbert A. Wilson 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
353 Waterworks Road, Ashgrove, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Fisher & Tesch 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.32382, 25/7/1936. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Godfrey A. Blackburne 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
6 Austral Street, St Lucia, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.32287, 14/7/1936. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 4 August 1936, second edition, p.8. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 7 March 1937, p.28. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Edgar A.H. Gauld 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
674 Kingsford Smith Drive, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Thomas Charles Clarke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.32280, 13/7/1936. 
  
27 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Ralph D.S. Schureck 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
9 Eblin Drive, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Herbert Leahy 
 
 
 
   
Notes and References 
BCC building register no.31567, 15/4/1936. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 1 September 1936, city final edition, p.18. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 20 December 1936, p.12. 
 
  
28 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for John D. Handley 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
461 Waterworks Road, Ashgrove, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Alfred Charles Draper 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.32439, 1/8/1936. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 11 July 1937, p.26. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Berwyn, residence for Bertram A. Williams 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
61 Ridge Street, Northgate, Qld. 
Builder 
 
W. Burgher 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, August 1936, p.24 [result of tender]. 
BCC building register no.32685, 2/9/1936. 
 
  
30 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Harold A. Mosely 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
78 Barlow Street, Clayfield, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Carl Gustav Thiedeke 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.32770, 11/9/1936. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
designed 1936 
Name of Building 
 
Model plan for 2-bedroom timber seaside cottage 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 15 September 1936, second edition, p.12. 
 
  
32 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936-37 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Raymond Smith 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
29 Days Road, Grange, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Alfred Charles Draper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, October 1936, p.24 [result of tender]. 
BCC building register no.33065, 10/10/1936. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936-37 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for E. Owen Hayes 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
492A Milton Road, Auchenflower, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Alfred James Dredge 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.33157, 19/10/1936. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 13 June 1937, p.24. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Unidentified timber house at Toowong 
Status 
 
Location 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 20 October 1936, city final edition, p.24. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Unidentified timber house 
Status 
 
Location 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 24 November 1936, city final edition, p.18. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936-37 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Stuart L. Johnson 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
122 Ashgrove Avenue, Ashgrove, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Carl Gustav Thiedeke 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, November 1936, p.24 [result of tender]. 
BCC building register no.33456, 21/11/1936. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936-37 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for George H. Blocksidge 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
43 Reuben Street, Holland Park, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Thomas Stanley Wilton 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, December 1936, p.24 [result of tender]. 
BCC building register no.33467, 23/11/1936. 
 
  
38 
  
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
designed 1936 
Name of Building 
 
Model plan for two-storey house in Old English style 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 5 January 1937, city final edition, p.19. 
 
  
39 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
designed 1936 
Name of Building 
 
Model plan for house in Spanish Mission style 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 9 February 1937, city final edition, p.15. 
 
  
40 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937 
Name of Building 
 
Daandine, residence for Alexander F. Roche 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
22 Wahroonga Road, Ashgrove, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Alfred James Dredge 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 23 January 1938, p.16. 
 
  
41 
  
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Harold A. Gates 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
281 Harcourt Street, Newstead, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Clement Ensor 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.34017, 5/2/1937. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 25 July 1937, p.24. 
 
  
42 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937 
Name of Building 
 
Bellevue Court, flats for C.L. Baker 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
5 Bonney Avenue, Clayfield, Qld.   
Builder 
 
C.L. Baker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.33820, 12/1/1937. 
Courier-Mail, 1 June 1937, p.18. 
 
  
43 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for William Mathers 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
122 Abbotsleigh Street (cnr Wilbur Street), Holland Park, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
John Alfred James Dredge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 22 June 1937, city final edition, p.18. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 30 May 1939, city final edition, p.21. 
 
  
44 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for J.G. Hyland 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
21 Hawken Drive (cnr Highland Terrace), St Lucia, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Alfred James Dredge 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier-Mail, 23 November 1937, p.6. 
 
  
45 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Thomas Clark 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
46 Yarradale Street, Newmarket, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Thomas Clark 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register, no.34412, 30/3/1937. 
Courier-Mail, 25 January 1938, p.22. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 15 March 1938, second edition, p.12. 
 
  
46 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937 
Name of Building 
 
Wallingford, residence for Henry L. Wells 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
103 Stanley Terrace, Taringa, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Carl Gustav Thiedeke 
 
 
 
   
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 8 June 1937, second edition, p.16. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 20 February 1938, p.16. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 19 October 1940, p.17. 
 
  
47 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937-38 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for W.H. Franklin 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
22 Braeside Terrace, Alderley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 3 August 1937, second edition, p.16. 
Courier-Mail, 1 February 1938, p.9. 
 
  
48 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937 
Name of Building 
 
Unidentified fibro house at Grange 
Status 
 
Location 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 19 October 1937, city final edition, p.23. 
 
  
49 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937 
Name of Building 
 
Unidentified fibro house at Cavendish Road, Coorparoo 
Status 
 
Location 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 23 November 1937, second edition, p.18. 
 
  
50 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937-38 
Name of Building 
 
Remodelling of Christie's Café 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
217 Queen Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Notes and References 
 
This project was designed by Gzell. The unusual gazelle motif on the façade is presumably his 
signature (gazelle/Gzell). 
Courier-Mail, 8 February 1938, p.18. 
 
  
51 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937-38 
Name of Building 
 
Hollington, residence for William P. George 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
44 Kitchener Road, Ascot, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Thomas James Larking 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
Courier-Mail, 2 November 1937, p.7. 
Courier-Mail, 2 August 1938, second section, p.5. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 15 August 1938, second edition, p.20. 
Courier-Mail, 16 August 1938, p.12. 
 
  
52 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Frederick C. Horn 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
327-9 Swann Road, St Lucia, Qld. 
Builder 
 
H.W. Kratzmann 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.36841, 19/1/1938. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 28 September 1937, city final edition, p.14. 
 
  
53 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Flats for Rosetta M. Boldery 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
50-52 Welsby Street, New Farm, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Stanley Vernon Lloyd 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.36853, 20/1/1938. 
 
  
54 
  
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Unidentified brick house at Ashgrove 
Status 
 
Location 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 29 March 1938, second edition, p.14. 
 
  
55 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Unidentified timber house, Rode Road, Nundah 
Status 
 
Location 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier-Mail, 10 May 1938, p.10. 
 
  
56 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Timber residence 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
279 Buckland Road, Nundah, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
   
 
   
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 1 February 1938, second edition, p.18. 
 
  
57 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Edwin F. Router 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
47 Rakeevan Road, Graceville, Qld. 
Builder 
 
James Walter Sorensen 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.37472, 25/3/1938. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 15 January 1939, p.32. 
 
  
58 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Clifford G. Bond 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
74 Glenlyon Drive, Ashgrove, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Stanley Vernon Lloyd 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.37689, 27/4/1938. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 2 October 1938, p.31. 
 
  
59 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Stanley Court, flats for F.S. Young & G.K. Halley 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
484 Upper Edward Street, Spring Hill, Qld.  
 
Builder 
 
Thomas James Larking 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.38018, 1/6/1938. 
 
  
60 
  
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Ernest W. Savage 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
39 Aston Street, Toowong, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Percy Victor Wood 
 
 
   
 
 
 
Notes and References 
BCC building register, no.38578, 3/8/1938. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 14 June 1938, city final edition, p.15. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 17 March 1940, p.14. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 17 August 1940, sports final edition, p.17. 
 
  
61 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Percy J. Skinner 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
22 Myagah Road, Ashgrove, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Thomas Clark 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
BCC building register no.39055, 19/10/1938. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 27 September 1938, city final edition, p.18. 
 
  
62 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Flats for E.L. Martin 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
4 Zig Zag Street (cnr Musgrave Road), Red Hill, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Richard Lucas 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.39261, 13/10/38. 
 
  
63 
  
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for W. Kerr Scott 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
54 Highland Terrace, St Lucia, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Percy Victor Wood 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
BCC building register no.39304, 24/10/1938. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 26 July 1938, second edition, p.19. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 3 December 1939, p.27. 
 
  
64 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938-39 
Name of Building 
 
Stonehurst, flats for Waikato Syndicate 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Coronation Drive (150 metres north of Park Road), Milton, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Robert John Wood 
 
 
 
 
 
Aerial photo, 1946 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.39461, 1/11/1938. 
Courier-Mail, 24 January 1939, p.6. 
 
  
65 
  
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938-39 
Name of Building 
 
Riverside, flats for Alfred Portrate 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
32 Toorak Road, Hamilton, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Fisher & Tesch 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
BCC building register no.39576, 14/11/1938. 
Truth (Brisbane), 1 October 1939, p.29. 
 
  
66 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938-39 
Name of Building 
 
Hardinge Court, flats for George Fitzhardinge Berkeley 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
1 Ambleside Street, West End, Qld.  
 
Builder 
 
Ernest Paget 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.39500, 7/11/1938. 
Courier-Mail, 25 March 1939, p.9 [advertisement]. 
Courier-Mail, 31 December 1940, p.6. 
 
  
67 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1939 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Walter H.F. Buchanan 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
527 Coronation Drive, Toowong, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Ernest Paget 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 18 April 1939, city final edition, p.21. 
 
  
68 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1939 
Name of Building 
 
Premises for Read Press Pty Ltd 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
610-616 Ann Street, Fortitude Valley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
George and Ralph Heaven 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, July 1939, p.22 [result of tender]. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 8 December 1939, p.6. 
 
  
69 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1939 
Name of Building 
 
Kyleigh, residence for Clement J.T. Cranley 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
23 Goskar Avenue, Alderley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Thomas Clark 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier-Mail, 12 March 1940, p.16. 
 
  
70 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1939 
Name of Building 
 
Residence and surgery for Dr Barclay P. Webster 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
521 Old Cleveland Road (cnr Sylvia Street), Camp Hill, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Percy Victor Wood 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 14 August 1939, second edition, p.27. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 22 September 1940, p.26. 
 
  
71 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Harold W. Rose 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
39 Mackay Terrace, Bardon, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Thomas Clark 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.42955, 2/1/1940. 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, January 1940, p.23 [result of tender]. 
 
  
72 
  
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for John R. Nosworthy 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
45 Ironside Street, St Lucia, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Herbert Watson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.43118, 26/1/1940. 
 
  
73 
  
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940 
Name of Building 
 
Estia Court, flats for Anastasia Maina 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
12 Sexton Street, Highgate Hill, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Lawrence Noskoff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.43095, 24/1/1940. 
 
  
74 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for I.H. Seawright 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
16 Pauline Street, Tarragindi, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Wilton George Trotter 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.43040, 17/1/1940. 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, February 1940, p.23 [result of tender]. 
 
 
  
75 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for George Lynch 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
41 Macquarie Street, St Lucia, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Thomas Clark 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.43296, 13/2/1940. 
 
  
76 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Alan R. White 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
21 Isles Road, Indooroopilly, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Thomas Clark 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.43311, 26/2/1940. 
 
  
77 
  
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940-41 
Name of Building 
 
Clubhouse for Keperra Country Golf Club 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
Duggan Street, Keperra, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Richard Lucas 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Godfrey Blackburne was a member of the club and its honorary architect. 
Courier-Mail, 22 May 1940, p.12. 
Brisbane Telegraph, 11 February 1952, p.12. 
 
  
78 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940 
Name of Building 
 
Robelgra, residence for Annabella Rogers 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
71 Gresham Street, East Brisbane, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Ernest Paget 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.43906, 7/5/1940. 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, April 1940, p.22 [result of tender].  
 
  
79 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940 
Name of Building 
 
Hinda, flats for David & Esther Stedman 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
30 Rialto Street, Coorparoo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Thomas Clark 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.44165, 4/6/1940. 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, May 1940, p.22 [result of tender]. 
 
  
80 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940 
Name of Building 
 
Flats for N. O'Sullivan 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
44 High Street, Lutwyche, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Eric Crebert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.44649, 2/8/1940. 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, July 1940, p.21 [result of tender]. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 24 November 1940, p.14. 
 
  
81 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1940 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Frederick W.C. Halliday 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
20 Ashgrove Avenue (cnr Harry Street), Ashgrove, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Place & Dredge 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.44927, 12/9/1940. 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, August 1940, p.21. 
 
  
82 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1941 
Name of Building 
 
Flats and shops for L.J. Millar 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
2 Leichhardt Street (cnr North Street), Spring Hill, Qld. 
Builder 
 
George & Ralph Heaven 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.46109, 24/2/1941. 
 
  
83 
  
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1941 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Jack Eshensky and Sylvia Goldman 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
22 Toorak Road (cnr York Street), Hamilton, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
Fisher & Tesch 
 
 
    
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
After the dissolution of the Blackburne and Gzell partnership, Jack Eshensky was a significant client of 
Gzell's, so it seems likely that Gzell was principally responsible for the design of this house. 
BCC building register no.47007, 17/6/1941. 
Plans in Henry and Sylvia Eshensky collection, University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL535. 
 
  
84 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1941 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for James M. Gott 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
50 Mackay Street, Coorparoo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
William Feeney 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.47600, 22/8/1941. 
 
  
85 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1941 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Richard A. Hotchin 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
16 Gorban Street, Holland Park, Qld. 
Builder 
 
F. Stobert 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.48380, 28/11/1941. 
 
  
86 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CATALOGUE 
 
 PART 2:  POST-WAR 
 
Arranged chronologically 
 
  
87 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1945 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Thomas Hogg 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
394 Oxley Road, Sherwood, Qld. 
Builder 
 
A.W. Sayers 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.50953, 20/3/1945. 
 
 
  
88 
  
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1945 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for William Stevenson 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
18 Turner Street, Corinda, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Patrick Pluck 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.51639, 27/7/1945. 
 
 
  
89 
  
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1945 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Daniel C. Street 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
90 Frasers Road, Ashgrove, Qld. 
Builder 
 
W.J. Barnett 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.51689, 3/8/1945. 
 
 
  
90 
  
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1945 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for A.G. Roach 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
15 Eames Street, Banyo, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.52383, 12/10/1945. 
 
 
  
91 
  
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1945 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for B. Kirby 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
73 Alva Terrace (cnr Highland Street), Gordon Park, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Thomas Frederick Woollam 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.52446, 19/10/1945. 
 
 
  
92 
  
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1945 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for William L. Potter 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
14 McIvor Street, Annerley, Qld. 
Builder 
 
A.E. Beauchamp 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.52533, 30/10/1945. 
 
 
  
93 
  
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1946 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for C.J. Hay 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
44 Evans Street, Kedron, Qld. 
Builder 
 
John Patrick Pluck 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 2 September 1946, p.63 [result of tender] 
 
 
  
94 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1946-47 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for John E. Andrews 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
20 John Bright Street, Moorooka, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Alfred Ernest Newbury 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 November 1946, p.56 [result of tender] 
 
 
  
95 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1946-47 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Vitaly and Lorna Gzell 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
25 Aston Street, Toowong, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
96 
  
1946-47.  Residence for Vitaly and Lorna Gzell  (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier-Mail, 13 October 1949, p.8. 
Courier-Mail, 18 February 1950, p.7. 
Truth (Brisbane), 24 May 1953, p.33. 
Courier-Mail, 14 September 1953, supplement p.16. 
Plans (including 1964 extension) in Gzell Collection, University of Queensland Fryer Library, 
UQFL227, shelf no.42. 
  
97 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1947 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Eric J. Watson 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
44 Koala Road, Moorooka, Qld. 
Builder 
 
J.S. Box & Co. 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 May 1947, p.64 [result of tender] 
 
 
  
98 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1947-48 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for J.C. Ryan 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
56 Barter Avenue, Holland Park, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Beauchamp & Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 December 1947, p.68 [result of tender] 
 
 
  
99 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1948-49 
Name of Building 
 
Portrate's Building, factory for Alfred Portrate 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
82 Grey Street, South Brisbane, Qld.  
 
Builder 
 
H. Sanham & Son 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 March 1949, p.21. 
 
 
  
100 
  
1948-49.  House designs for first Chester Estate, Mount Gravatt East, Qld. 
 
This was an estate of about 90 houses, plus shops, erected on the northern side of Logan Road, adjacent to what 
would soon become the Mount Gravatt tram terminus. The client was a banana-farmer, turned property 
developer, named George Chester. The houses were of hardwood, lined internally with fibrous plaster, and 
roofed with concrete tiles. It was initially announced that Blackburne and Gzell had produced ten different 
designs, but pressure from home-buyers probably produced a greater diversity of designs than originally 
planned. Many of these houses have now been demolished.  
 
In 1950-51 Chester developed a second estate of 148 houses on the southern side of Logan Road, near the 
Mount Gravatt State School. One of these allotments was donated to construct a prize home for the Centaur 
Memorial Fund (1949, see separate entry in catalogue), and that house was designed by Gzell, so it is quite 
likely that Blackburne and Gzell also produced the fourteen designs used for the second estate.  
 
References: Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 13 June 1948, p.3; Courier-Mail, 6 March 1950, p.2. 
 
Photos of selected houses on the first Chester Estate: 
 
     
    17 Selborne Street    22 Selborne Street 
 
    
20 Selborne Street (and kitchen) 
 
    
  29 Selborne Street    30 Selborne Street 
101 
  
1948-49.  House designs for first Chester Estate, Mount Gravatt East, Qld.   (continued) 
 
    
      38 Selborne Street    41 Selborne Street 
 
    
  45 Selborne Street    19 Bothwell Street 
 
    
  31 Lauder Street            5 Raffles Street 
 
    
       Bedroom at 46 Grenfell Street    Lounge at 46 Grenfell Street 
 
  
102 
  
1948-49.  House designs for Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society, Browns Dip Road, Enoggera, Qld. 
 
This estate was designed for a major insurance company. It consisted of twenty-one timber houses, with roofs of 
tile or fibro-cement. Each house was to be individual in style. 
 
References: Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 25 April 1948, p.5; Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 
March 1949, p.19, 28-29. 
 
Selected houses (some now demolished): 
 
    
Sample design and floorplan (not built) 
 
    
          53 Browns Dip Road    55 Browns Dip Road 
 
    
          61 Browns Dip Road    67 Browns Dip Road  
103 
  
1948-49.  House designs for Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society, Browns Dip Road, Enoggera, Qld. 
(continued) 
 
 
   
71 Browns Dip Road (and lounge) 
 
   
      73 Browns Dip Road     77 Browns Dip Road 
 
 
Under construction, early 1949 (53 Browns Dip Road in foreground)  
104 
  
1948-50.  House designs for Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society, Virginia, Qld. 
 
This estate was designed for a major insurance company. It was located in Goss Road, Royal Street and Prince 
Street, and consisted of thirty low-set timber houses, some with tile roofs, and some on brick bases. Each house 
was to be individual in style. 
 
References: Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 25 April 1948, p.5; Courier-Mail, 15 March 1949, p.4; Architecture, 
Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 March 1949, p.28. 
 
Selected houses (some now demolished): 
 
    
         35 Goss Road     39 Goss Road 
 
   
45 Goss Road (and interior) 
 
    
43 Prince Street (and interior) 
 
  
105 
  
1948-50.  House designs for Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society, Virginia, Qld. (continued) 
 
    
49 Prince Street (and interior) 
 
   
54 Prince Street (and kitchen) 
 
   
47 Royal Street (and interior) 
 
 
50 Royal Street  
106 
  
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1949 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Cyril Quintner 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
59 Eighth Avenue, St Lucia, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 July 1950, p.22-23. 
Earlier (1947) version of the plans in Gzell Collection, University of Queensland Fryer Library, 
UQFL227, shelf no.29. 
107 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1949 
Name of Building 
 
Residence to be raffled for Centaur Memorial Fund 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
1273 Logan Road (cnr Herrick Street), Mt Gravatt, Qld. 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Telegraph, 6 September 1949, city final edition, p.7. 
Centaur House records, John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland. 
Contemporary newspaper reports name Gzell as the architect. 
 
 
  
108 
  
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1950-51 
Name of Building 
 
Waigani, residence for Bernard W. Tutt 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
112 Hawken Drive, St Lucia, Qld. 
Builder 
 
F.A. Russell 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier-Mail, 5 December 1953, p.7. 
Australian Home Beautiful, May 1955, p.16-19. 
Contemporary newspaper reports name Gzell as the architect. 
 
 
109 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1950 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for William G. Ives 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
93 Byth Street (cnr Stumm Street), Stafford, Qld. 
Builder 
 
Harold James Alfred Linnett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 February 1951, p.30-31. 
 
  
110 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
Designed ca 1950 
Name of Building 
 
Proposed residence for Mrs Pauline B. Fletcher 
Status 
 
Not built 
 
Location 
 
Cavendish Road, Coorparoo, Qld.  
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Plans in Gzell Collection, University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL227, shelf no.23. 
 
 
111 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
Designed ca 1950 
Name of Building 
 
Proposed memorial hall for RSSAILA 
Status 
 
Not built to this design 
 
Location 
 
59 Jephson Street, Toowong, Qld. 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Plans of various schemes are preserved in the Gzell Collection, University of Queensland Fryer 
Library, UQFL227, shelf no.30, but none of them was erected. Instead the existing pre-war building 
was extended, under the supervision of Blackburne and Gzell. 
 
112 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
Designed ca 1950 
Name of Building 
 
Country residence, Roma, Qld. 
Status 
 
Not built? 
 
Location 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Plans in Gzell Collection, University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL227, shelf no.39. 
The government's post-war restrictions on the size of new houses did not apply in rural areas. 
 
 
  
113 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
Designed ca 1950 
Name of Building 
 
Proposed store for Tytherleigh's Pty Ltd, Caloundra, Qld. 
Status 
 
Not built 
 
Location 
 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Plans in Gzell Collection, University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL227, shelf no.47. 
Presumably designed to replace the existing pre-war shop in Bulcock Street, Caloundra. 
 
 
  
114 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1953 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Athol H. Robertson 
Status 
 
Demolished or 
significantly altered 
 
Location 
 
42 Gilgandra Street, Indooroopilly, Qld. 
Builder 
 
T. Clark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier-Mail, 18 September 1954, p.7. 
Plans in Gzell Collection, University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL227, shelf no.32. 
Contemporary newspaper reports name Gzell as the architect. 
 
 
  
115 
  
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1954 
Name of Building 
 
Visual Education Centre and Library, Wilston State School 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
11 Primrose Street, Grange, Qld.  
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architecture, Building, Engineering (Brisbane), 1 December 1952, p.67 [tender notice] 
Courier-Mail, 26 August 1953, p.7. 
 
 
 
